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SUB J : VIEWS OF SIMAO ON LATEST CHANGES IN PORTUGAL 

1. PORTUGUESE PERMREP SIMAO SPOKE WITH AMBASSADOR BENNETT 
EVENING OCTOBER 2 AND MADE NO EFFORT CONCEAL HIS CONCERN 
OVER RECENT TOP-LEVEL GOVERNMENT CHANGES IN LISBON AND 
GENERAL TREND OF EVENTS. HE DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS ONE WHO 
WANTED TO SEE "TRUE DEMOCRACY" EVOLVE IN PORTUGAL, BUT SAID 
THAT FORCES ON THE LEFT WERE TODAY FOLLOWING PATTERN SEEN 
IN EASTERN EUROPE AFTER WORLD WAR II, AND ELSEWHERE, IN 
DENOUNCING AS FASCISTS ANYONE WHO DIFFERED WITH THEIR VERSION 
OF AFFAIRS OR HELD DIFFERENT POLICY VIEWS. SIMAO SAID THAT 

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WORRIED HIM MOST AT PRESENT WAS THE 
GROWTH OF LEFTIST VIGILANTE GROUPS AROUND THE COUNTRY WITH 
THE ANNOUNCED AIM "TO SAFEGUARD THE APRIL REVOLUTION" 

AND HIS FEAR THAT THESE VIGILANTE GROUPS WERE ASSEMBLING 
ARMS CACHES FOR FUTURE EVENTUALITIES. HE COMMENTED THAT, 

IF ARMS WERE BEING SUPPLIED TO PRIVATE GROUPS AND 
DISTRIBUTED AROUND THE COUNTRYSIDE, THEN THE SITUATION 
WOULD BE VERY SERIOUS INDEED. 

2. SIMAO WAS LOYALLY SUPPORTING COSTA GOMES AND MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS TO DISTRIBUTE LATTER'S STATEMENTS IN UN CIRCLES. 
HOWEVER, IT WAS CLEAR SIMAO HAS DOUBTS ABOUT WHERE COSTA 
GOMES REALLY STANDS IN SITUATION. NATURALLY HE DEPLORES 
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3. SIMAO CONFIRMED REPORT FROM EMBASSY LISBON TO EFFECT 
COSTA GOMES HAS INTENTION OF VISITING U.S. AND APPEARING 
AT UN, AS EARLIER PLANNED BY SPINOLA. HE SPOKE OF COSTA 
GOMES ADDRESSING UN ON OCTOBER 25 AND BEING IN WASHINGTON 
FOR MEETINGS, HOPEFULLY WITH PRESIDENT FORD AND OTHERS, 
AROUND OCTOBER 23. SCALI 
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